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Church weddings - find out 
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PRINCE Edward heard about an up-to-the minute streaming project 
that sees church services broadcast over the internet.

The Earl of Wessex heard about the Deddington On Air project 
during a visit to Oxfordshire to launch the Jubilee Fund in January. 
The fund aims to provide grants to local charities during the Queen’s 
Jubilee year. The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard was at 
the launch event at The Hub in Oxford city centre. 

The streaming project was given a £1,000 grant from the fund last 
year. “We were given the grant because we are trying to communicate 
with the elderly of the parish, placing information about Help the 
Aged around churches we were seen as helping fight fuel poverty,” 
said David Rogers, the brains behind the scheme, which is done 
in conjunction with St Peter and St Paul’s Church and includes 
broadcasts of church services and events. Last year a reading of the 
entire King James Bible was broadcast. 

There are now 15 people who put together a weekly radio 
show, with young people getting involved as part of their Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme voluntary work. “Some younger children have put 
together a quiz they broadcast for their friends and we have older 
people who wrote shows and scripts for radio maybe 30 or 40 years 
ago and now we are broadcasting some of them,” said David.  “I 
envisaged it as being something to give younger people something to 
do in Deddington.”

“My late father was a Welsh miner and in male voice choir, but I 
have no recordings of him singing and my kids will never get to hear 
his voice. We’ve recorded oral histories of Deddington that people 
can record onto CDs and keep for their children and grandchildren.”

Prince launches Jubilee fundThe improved 
Real Easter Egg

Prince Edward chats to David Rogers (left) and Aaron Bliss along with others 
about Deddington On Air. Photo Adam Flynn www.studio8.com
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FAIRTRADE shops in the 
Oxford Diocese are gearing 
up to support Christians who 
want to share the Easter story 
through the Real Easter Egg, 
a Fairtrade Easter egg with a 
message. 

Introduced for the first 
time last year, the Real 
Easter Egg this year features 
redesigned packaging that 
includes a colourful account 
of the events surrounding 
Easter as well as  a Bible 
quote on the lid. There 
is also an eight page story 
book, “The Real Meaning of 
Easter,” inside the box. 

“We have a generation of 
children and young people 
and maybe adults who don’t 
know the Easter story,” 
said Elizabeth Whitwick, 
a member of Holy Trinity 
Church, Headington 
Quarry, and manager of the 
Windmill Fair Trade shop 
in Headington. For her, the 
Fairtrade egg has the merit of 
being an easy way to engage 
children with the story. And, 
she adds, “it tastes good!”  

Elizabeth also emphasises 
that the egg benefits others. 
The chocolate’s Fairtrade 
certification guarantees that 
the farmers who produced 
the cocoa and sugar received 
a fair deal for the products, 
that environmental standards 

were met, and that there was 
no child  labour involved.

And because the 
manufacturers donate 15p 
to Traidcraft Exchange for 
every egg sold, it’s making a 
difference to communities in 
places like Bangladesh and 
Tanzania, where Traidcraft 
helps small producers to gain 
sustainable livelihoods. “Here 
we are in this very unequal 
world and this is doing a bit 
to redress the balance,” said 
Elizabeth, who is quadrupling 
her order. 

The donation to charity was 
also one of the things that 
appealed to the manager of 
the Mustard Seed Christian 
shop in Faringdon, Anthony 
Fecher. “That’s the way we 
work,” he said.

The Mustard Seed was one 
of many shops last year that 
sold out of the egg. “We had 
no idea that they would sell 
as well as they did,” Anthony 
said. “We shall order more 
this year, certainly 50 per 
cent more.” 

Win Kennedy, who buys 
Fairtrade products for the 
church shop at Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton 
Keynes, said: “They sold 
well,” she said. “The Milton 
Keynes Christian Council 
even took the decision to 
donate them to the local 
food bank.”

by Maranda St John Nicolle
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Prayer and Reflection

 February prayer diary compiled by John Manley 

SuNdAY 5 Burnham & Slough deanery: Area dean 
(and community chaplain) Allen Walker, Associate Area 
dean robin grayson, lay chair Mark Johnson, secretary 
Margaret Linton, treasurer robert Chapman, Faith & 
Work development officer Linda hillier, LLMs richard 
rooley, Michael Wilcockson; Chaplains to the deaf Vera 
hunt and roger Williams. the people, pCCs, wardens 
and support staff of the deanery. the Anglican Church 
of  Canada. her Majesty the Queen celebrating the 
diamond anniversary of her accession.

SuNdAY 12 parents and Children together (pACt) 
in Aylesbury, high Wycombe, Milton Keynes, South 
oxfordshire, reading and Bracknell. the Anglican 
Church in Central Africa. Mps and councillors serving 
the people of the deanery of Farnham and Slough.

SuNdAY 19 (Social Justice Sunday) henley deanery: 
Area dean Kevin davies, lay chair Sally horton,  
treasurer Brian turner. the Anglican Church in Central 
America.

SuNdAY 26 the diocesan Vocations Network: 
convenor Caroline Windley. the Council for partnership 
in World Mission: chair Maranda St John Nicolle, 
secretary tim Naish. the Anglican Church of the 
Congo. Mps and councillors serving the people of the 
deanery of henley.

the following is for guidance only; please 
feel free to adapt to local conditions and, 
if you wish, produce your own deanery 
prayer diaries.

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

WED 1 Burnham: clergy Bill Jackson, James 
Barlow; LLM Bob Saunders. Burnham St 
peter’s (VC) School.

THU 2 Cippenham: clergy Sue Smith, Janet 
Minkkinen; LLM rene Baron.

FRI 3 Eton, Eton Wick, Boveney, dorney: 
clergy Lucy holt, Janet Binns; LLM Alison 
hassall. Eton porny (VC), Eton Wick (VC) 
Schools.

SAT 4 hitcham: clergy Nicky pledger.

MON 6 taplow & dropmore: clergy Alan 
dibden. taplow St Nicolas (VA) School.
                              
TUE 7 Colnbrook & datchet: clergy peter 
Wyard, Martin davis. Colnbrook (VC), 
datchet Churchmead (VA), datchet St 
Mary’s (VA) Schools.
                        
WED 8 horton & Wraysbury:  clergy Simon 
douglas Lane, Andrew parry; evangelist 
Mike Miller; LLM Beryl  Walters.

THU 9 Langley Marish: clergy robin 
grayson, Colin hartley, Bruce russell.
                              
FRI 10 upton-cum-Chalvey: clergy Andrew 
Allen, derek West. Slough & Eton (VC), 
Slough St Mary’s (VC) Schools.

SAT 11 Britwell: clergy John Chorlton.

MoN 13 on St Sigfrid’s day, our link with 
the diocese of Växjö, Sweden: bishop Jan 
olof Johansson. 

TUE 14 Farnham royal with hedgerley: 
clergy graham Saunders, gordon Briggs, 
helen Chamberlain. Farnham royal (VA) 
School.

WED 15 Manor park St John the Baptist, 
Whitby road St Michael: clergy Jan 
Cotman.

THU 16 Slough St paul: clergy Mike 
Cotterell; evangelists gilbert david, uzma 
david.

FRI 17 Stoke poges: clergy harry Latham, 
Charlie Styles.

SAT 18 iver: clergy tim Eady, Brian griffiths, 
george howard; LLM Jim dashper.

MON 20 iver heath: the leadership team
and congregation of iver heath.

TUE 21 Wexham: clergy ros donovan.

WED 22 goring, Streatley, South Stoke: 
clergy Mark Blamey, Elizabeth dowding, 
Luci heyn; LLM ian Wallace. goring (VA), 
Streatley (VC) Schools. St Andrew’s, South 
Stoke, as 2012 sees the beginning of a 
fundraising effort to re-order the church so 
that it may serve better both its worshipping 
community, and the community as a whole.

THU 23 henley-on-thames holy trinity: 

clergy duncan Carter; LLM Michael 
Forsdike. henley trinity (VC) School.

FRI 24 henley-on-thames, remenham: 
clergy Martyn griffiths. the Emmaus Course 
running through 2012.

SAT 25 Langtree team: clergy Kevin 
davies, Linda Smith, Angela Butler, david 
Addison, Angela Linton, Claire Alcock; 
LLM Brian turner. Checkendon (VA), Stoke 
row (VA) Schools. give thanks to god 
for the completion of the first phase of the 
project to reorder St John’s Stoke row into 
a flexible worship facility that may also be 
used by Stoke row School as their hall 
during the week.

MON 27 Nettlebed, Bix, highmore, pishill, 
rotherfield greys, Nuffield: clergy Brendan 
Bailey, Andrea Williams, Elisabeth Lakey. 
We give thanks for 10 very fruitful years of 
ordained ministry from the revd Elisabeth 
Lakey as she retires as honorary Curate. 
please pray also for the revd Andrea 
Williams as she begins her new ministry 
among us as house for duty priest in the 
benefice which will be very different from 
her previous role in hastings.
                           
TUE 28 rotherfield peppard, Kidmore 
End, Sonning Common: clergy graham 
Foulis Brown, Barry olsen; LLM Morris 
Clegg. Kidmore End (VA), peppard (VC) 
Schools.

WED 29 Shiplake, dunsden, harpsden: 
clergy paul Bradish, Michael Seymour-
Jones. Shiplake (VA) School.

Sundays
Simeon took him [Jesus] in his arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ [Lk. 2:28-32 NRSV]

Seeing light

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

If you’ve ever been out at night 
in the depths of the countryside, 
you’ll know just how reassuring 
it is to catch a glimpse of a light 
in the distance.  Tradition tells 

us that in the past, candles would burn 
in the windows of remote farmhouses 
and inns so that travellers making their 
way across unmarked tracks could be 
guided safely to their destinations.  By 
following the light, they could find 
their way.

At Christmas, we celebrated the 
birth of Christ, the ‘light of the world,’ 
and many homes will have been filled 
with decorative lights glowing brightly.  
On a December visit to Iceland some 
years ago, I found that candle light 
was enormously important, both to 
celebrate the festive season, and also to 

bring cheer to those short winter days 
when the sun barely rose above the 
horizon.  There were candles burning 
in shop doorways, on windowsills, and 
on hotel reception desks, and their 
flickering, yellow light always raised my 
spirits. It gave me a sense of light in the 
darkness and a sense of excitement and 
hope.  

Although the Christmas decorations 
have been packed away for next 
year, there’s one last burst of light in 
our church celebrations before we 
turn towards the sober reflection of 
Lent. The feast of Candlemas (or the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple) 
takes place on 2 February, which is 40 
days after Christmas Day, and marks 
the moment when the Bible tells us 
that Mary and Joseph travelled to the 
Temple in Jerusalem with their baby 
son. There were rituals for Mary to 
undertake after childbirth, and thanks 
to give to God for the gift of a child. 

Yet when the family entered the 

Temple, they were met by two people, 
Anna and Simeon, who recognised the 
infant Jesus as the hope of the future. 
Anna prophesied that the baby would 
be the ‘redemption’ of the world, and 
Simeon, in a prayer that we’ve come to 
know as the Nunc Dimittis, described 
him as ‘a light for revelation.’ The 
Church has taken that image of Christ 
as the world’s light, and commemorated 
that moment by lighting candles. 

In some places, candles are blessed 
for future use in church or the home 
during the year ahead, and in many 
churches, services will take place in a 
blaze of candlelight.  The light of Christ 

is demonstrated to us in a very literal, 
and a beautiful, way.

But of course there’s no point in 
clutching that light selfishly to ourselves 
and hiding it away. In the same way 
that candles were put in windows to 
illuminate the way, the Christ-light is 
meant to offer guidance to others, to 
cheer and encourage them, and bring 
them safely home. The light burns so 
brightly that it can be reflected in our 
lives too, making us fellow bearers of 
light and hope for the world.  

Not many of us will be able 

to honestly think of our lives as 
unwavering beacons of light, but we can 
aim, with God’s help, to at least reflect 
a gentle glow. In the words of an old 
children’s hymn, we can try to be ‘like 
a little candle, burning in the night.’  
There’s enough darkness in the world; 
let’s show some light.

 Kindle, O Lord, in our hearts, we pray,
the flame of that love which never ceases,
that it may burn in us and give light to 

others.
May we shine for ever in your temple,
set on fire with that eternal light of yours
which puts to flight the darkness of this 

world; in the name of Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord.
The Revd Amanda Bloor is Chaplain to the 

Bishop of Oxford. 

   

‘The Christ light is meant to 
offer guidance to others...”

‘The light burns so brightly 
that it can be reflected in our 
lives too...’

the Revd Amanda Bloor reflects 
on our role as beacons of the light 
as we enjoy the Feast of Candle-
mas on February 2, celebrating 
the presentation of Christ in the 
temple. 

The Northern Lights from the Blue Lagoon Spa in Iceland. Pic: I:Stock. 

News

Live news feed 
from Synod
WoMEN bishops will be central 
to this month’s agenda at 
general Synod. the synod will 
also include debates on assisted 
dying, health care, house of 
Lords reform and Eucharistic 
prayers for use when children are 
present. 

the Synod, which acts as the 
governing body for the Church 
of England, will meet at Church 
house, Westminster from 6 - 9 
February. Keep in touch with the 
Synod as it meets with at www.
churchofengland.org with a live 
feed available on the front page 
courtesy of premier radio.

Oxford Chaplain 
heads to Wales
A priESt is set to move from 
oxford to Wales to take up the 
post of dean of Monmouth and 
Newport Cathedral.

the revd Lister tonge, 
chaplain to the community of 
St John the Baptist, is set to be 
installed in Newport Cathedral in 
March.

he said: “to be asked, out-of-
the-blue, to bring my experience 
to the Monmouth dicoese is 
as humbling as it is surprising. 
it fits very well with my desire 
to be rooted in a diocese and 
worshipping community which 
wants to use my experience 
and energy and i am looking 
forward to moving to Newport 
Cathedral.”

Fr Lister started his ordained 
ministry in 1975, and has worked 
in Johannesburg, Liverpool, 
Mirfield and North Wales as well 
as being involved in ministry all 
over the world. 

Next year in 
Jerusalem

Bishop John will be leading 
another diocesan pilgrimage to 
the holy Land next year. 

“We will spend nine days 
travelling in the homeland 
of Jesus Christ, and we’ll 
also visit his heirs - the small 
but remarkable Christian 
communities who live in 
extremely difficult circumstances 
in this troubled land,” said 
Bishop John. “our last diocesan 
pilgrimage in 2010 was truly 
memorable. do join me in 2013!” 
You may like to note the dates, 
25 February-6 March 2013. For 
more information email sarah.
meyrick@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 208224. 

IN BRIEF

The Bishop of Oxford has warmly welcomed the Prime 
Minister’s affirmation of the Christian faith in a speech in 
Oxford.

Mr Cameron addressed the clergy of Oxford Diocese 
at Christ Church Cathedral on the importance of the 
King James Bible in British culture as part of the 400th 
anniversary celebrations in December.In his speech, 
Mr Cameron said that he was a committed but “vaguely 
practising” Church of England Christian who was “full of 
doubts” about big theological issues. But he stressed the 
importance of the Bible, and in particular the King James 
Bible, in shaping British culture, values and politics.“We are 
a Christian country. And we should not be afraid to say so,” 
he said.

Welcoming the speech, Bishop John said: “The Prime 
Minister spoke warmly of the debt our culture owes to the 
King James Bible and showed how much British and other 
societies have been enriched by this great text, and given 
direction by it.”

To read the Prime Minister’s speech in full, see:
www.number10.gov.uk/news/king-james-bible/

ST MaRy’S Church in Wargrave, Berkshire, has joined forces with 
The Bull pub to present ‘Christianity Explored’, a course designed to 
offer explanations and answers to many of the big questions which 
we face in the course of our lives, for example:  ‘Is there more to life 
than this, is this really all there is?’‘Is there a God?’ ‘What is life all 
about?’

St Mary’s Church will be running a series of evenings at The Bull 
based on Mark’s Gospel with each session involving a short DVD 
followed by time for discussion. Bob said: “Participants don’t need 
to know anything about the Bible, and won’t be asked to read aloud, 
pray, sing, clap, bash a tambourine or anything vaguely cringeworthy. 
This is an easy way into seeking some answers to those big questions. 

All are welcome on Wednesday evenings at The Bull in Wargrave, 
starting on the 18th January 2012 for seven weeks, 8.00pm – 9.30pm.

Gerry and Michelle Brennan of The Bull and Peter Emms, Bob 
Austen and Jane Poirrier of St Mary’s Church bid a warm welcome 
to all those interested in finding out more about how a relationship 
with Jesus can help them and their families achieve a better and 
more meaningful life.

Over the seven weeks, as they journey through Mark’s Gospel, they 
will have the opportunity to explore who Jesus is, why he came and 
what it means to follow him. There will be plenty of time to ask 
questions and discuss the claims of Jesus and the implications for our 
lives.

If you would like to come, please give Bob Austen a ring on 0118 
940 3038 or Jane Poirrier on 0118 940 4172, or just turn up on the 
night.

PM gives cathedral lecture

David Cameron was shown the Oxfordshire Gospels project by 
Bishop Colin and, from left, Emilia, Grace, Oscar and Andrew from St 
Philip and St James School, Oxford. Photo: KT Bruce

Christianity ‘down the pub’

From left are Bob Austen, Jane Poirrier and 
Gerry and Michelle Brennan at the Bull Inn. 

Church treasure found in 
the depths of Thames 
WHEN divers Ian Darkins and 
Jonathan Pearce submerge 
themselves in the Thames, 
they expect to find old bicycles, 
Victorian bottles, traffic cones 
and shopping trolleys.

So imagine how surprised 
they were when the two 
members of High Wycombe  
Sub Aqua Club swam upon 
a selection of church brass 
they later discovered had been 
submerged for 40 years.

Despite searching for 18 
months, they could not find 
the original owner of their 
finds – two large candlesticks 
and an altar cross, so they have 
donated them to St Paul’s 
Church, West Wycombe. 

Ian said: “They had been 

in there a while and were all 
broken up, but I recognised 
them as something that looked 
unusual compared to what 
we usually find. We usually 
find everything and anything 
down there – lots of junk and 
Victorian bottles, all sort so of 
peculiar things.

“We chose that church 
because I went to school in 
West Wycombe. It’s usually 
unlocked so you can go in and 
out and I like that, and I know 
the vicar a little bit.”

The Vicar of St Paul’s, the 
Revd Nigel Lacey, said: “We 
are delighted to have them. 
They are Victorian pieces of 
brass and they sit nicely in St 
Paul’s Church.”

if you use the new loose-leaf A4 print out of the diocesan directory, don’t 
forget you can order an updated version from reception at dCh. there 
is now an index to help you find your way round. ring 01865 208200 to 
order. it costs £3 for one archdeaconry or £6 for the whole diocese.    

Order an updated Diocesan Directory now

AN epiphany party for the boys of 
Reading’s newest choir was held 
at St Laurence’s Church.          
   The party was a well earned 
celebration as the boys worked 
hard with a full diary of concerts 
and services over the Christmas 
period. Epiphany is the Christian 
festival which celebrates the 
coming of the magi.
   Boys dressed as Kings of the 
Orient at the party, where there 
was a buffet, karaoke and party 
games. Pictured right is Ethan, 
winner of the fancy dress contest. 

When it was launched two 
years ago, it was the first time the 
Minster had a boys’ choir in more 
than 30 years. The choir now has 
18 members with space for two 
more to join. 

They sing for four services per 
month during term time, Choral 
Eucharist at 11:15 every other 

Sunday and Choral Evensong at 
18:30 every other Wednesday, 
as well as for special services 
at Christmas, Easter and other 
festivals.

Epiphany party for choir

By contrast supermarkets, 
despite selling out last 
year, have not significantly 
increased their orders this 
year, the Real Chocolate 
Company, the Manchester-
based manufacturers of the 
egg said.

The Bishop of Oxford, the 
Rt Revd John Pritchard said, 
“It is vitally important that 
our children are not cheated 
of the chance to hear the 
Easter story” and encouraged 
people to “continue to 
campaign to establish The 

Real Easter Egg by placing 
orders (online) or supporting 
independent retailers” as well 
as asking their supermarkets 
for the product. 

The Diocese of Oxford has 
also produced a request form 
that people can hand in to 
retailers, to help make the 
point that there is a market 
for the egg. 

Don’t forget to “Take a 
Step” for Fairtrade during 
Fairtrade Fortnight (27th 
February to 11th March). 
See www.fairtrade.org.uk for 
inspiration.   
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Join forces to save money
A NEW service allowing churches to club 
together and bulk buy everything from 
electricity and gas to printing paper has been 
launched.
   A national parish Buying service from the 
Church of England is negotiating deals with 
suppliers to help take the stress out of parish 
purchasing. 
   For more information and to register 
see www.parishbuying.org.uk, email the 
procurement team on procurement@
churchofengland.org or call 0800 368 0887.

New course for pioneer 
ordinands
A NEW course from the Church Mission 
Society, in partnership with ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, has received approval as official 
training for ordained pioneer Ministry in the 
Church of England. 
   For the first time, candidates will be able to 
train on a course designed entirely for pioneer 
leaders. rachel Jordan, national Adviser for 
Mission and Evangelism for the CofE said: 
“the roots of pioneering ministry are in the 
missionary movement and therefore CMS is 
uniquely qualified to train Church of England 
pioneer ordinands for the urgent missionary 
task in the uK.”
 the rt revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
dorchester, and co-chair of the South Central 
regional training partnership said: “i am 
delighted. it is great for pioneers and for god’s 
mission in this country.” See pioneer.cms-uk.
org for details. 

News
Students design their own school IN BRIEF

Advertisement Feature

It’s back! Don’t miss the 2012 Festival 
of Prayer on Saturday 7 July at Ripon 
College Cuddeson.

On a foul, wet, windy Saturday in July 
2011, 160 people gathered at Ripon 
College Cuddesdon for what turned out 
to be a remarkable event.  They were 
Anglicans, Quakers, Methodists and 
Baptists.  They came from as near as the 
next village and as far as South Africa.  
They were hungry to ‘taste and see’, to 
explore the riches of different prayer 
traditions and ways of deepening their 
relationship with God.

A new venture in the life of the 
local church, the Festival of Prayer 
did not disappoint. The day offered 
a smorgasbord of workshops and 
meditation opportunities, with high 
quality speakers and leaders from all 
over the country. With  four workshop 
slots in the day, the only problem 
was what to choose. Exploring the 
Franciscan, Ignatian or Benedictine 
traditions? Praying with music or 
through nature? Investigating Spiritual 
Direction or the medieval mystics?  
Wondering about Celtic rhythms or 
making a pilgrimage?

In the feedback, the overwhelming 
message was ‘Please do it again; we want 
to go to the workshops we missed and to 
explore in more depth’.

The organisers (Oxford Diocese and 
the Bible Reading Fellowship) have 
taken this and all the other feedback on 
board, and are delighted to announce 
that there will be a 2012 Festival of 
Prayer at Ripon College on Saturday 7 
July.  Many of the topics which delighted 
participants last year will be repeated  
both as ‘taster’ sessions and for those 
who wish to ‘go deeper’.  

There will be opportunity to explore 
the visual in prayer, through icons and 
art, Carmelite spirituality and the use of 
silence, together with the provision of 
more quiet space will be in the mix.

The 2011 conference participants were 
fortunate to hear the keynote address 
given by Revd Ian Adams, author of 
Cave, Refectory, Road.  In 2012 we are 
delighted to welcome Canon Angela 
Tilby, author of many books on prayer 
and early spiritual practice and well-
known contributor to BBC Radio Four’s 
Thought for the Day.  

Tastebuds tickled?  Put the date in 
your diary now, and look out for future 
publicity.  

Festival of Prayer returns

ONLINE @

by olivia graham

STUDENTS at Buckinghamshire’s 
newest church school have presented 
their ideas for their new £10m buildings 
to architects. 

Working in mixed-age groups, students 
at the Chiltern Hills Academy were given 
just four hours to use creative rapid 
modelling techniques to develop their 
ideas, thoughts and opinions on what 
they want their new school buildings to 
look and feel like.

The Academy’s student council 
presented sketches  photographs and 
models, including a ‘cool wall’ to the 
architects from BAM Construct. They 
then chatted with the architects, 
answering their questions and giving the 
students’ opinions on what would make a 
real difference to the way they work and 
play at the Academy.  

“Our students are already getting 
excited about the prospect of the new 
build and have shared some great ideas 
and spoken with clarity and enthusiasm 
about the things they would change and 
the look and feel of the new buildings,” 
said Kevin Patrick, Principal, Chiltern 
Hills Academy.

The former Chesham Park Community 
College became a Diocese of Oxford 
sponsored design and performing arts 
academy in September. It works in 
partnership with Pinewood Studios, 
Buckinghamshire New University, 
Amersham and Wycombe College, John 
Hampden Grammar School and George 
Abbot Specialist Visual Arts College. The 
Academy is also home to Chesham Rugby 
Club and the Shed@ThePark inclusive 
theatre group. 

Photo: Chiltern Hills Academy. 

Christ Church Cathedral School
3 Brewer Street

Oxford OX1 1QW

AUDITIONS
for

CHORISTERS AGED 7/8
at CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL

for SEPTEMBER 2012
Substantial subsidy from the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the reach of many families

For more information
Contact Miss Diane Price 01865 242561

registrar@cccs. org.uk

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 2
flats available to widows of
clergymen of the Church of
England or widows of officers
of the armed services 
(excluding Territorial Army and
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms,
is unfurnished, occupied rent
free and is centrally heated,
decorated and maintained free
of charge. Council tax is also
paid by the Charity. They are
not warden controlled.

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

Makers of the revolutionary 
 Canterbury and York Lecterns

www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

For more information see www.
brfonline.org.uk/the-festival-of-
prayer/
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NOVA PRESS
Nova Press specialises in Parish
Magazines for Churches, just send
via email your PDFs and we will

do the rest, prices start from £80.00
for a 24 page with a quantity of

200 A5 booklets, excluding Artwork.
We also print Newsletters,

Letterheads and Invoice Pads.
Call Trevor on 01635 876498

or mob 07778 531 265

Spotlight on Family
Community festivals

Churches in Aylesbury hope 
their experience of running 
community festivals will 
encourage others to do the 
same this year.

The Revd Andrew Blyth, Vicar of 
Holy Trinity Aylesbury said: “We have 
found it a great way to engage with our  
community in an urban setting but it 
really could be done anywhere and on 
different scales.  In many ways it’s just 
a big village fete but with the one key 
difference - everything is free!”

In 2009 church leaders became aware 
that the council were looking for ways 
to make the annual Parklife event more 
family friendly.  Andrew said: “At first 
there was concern about resources but 
in the end we realised that this was a 
wonderful opportunity for churches to 
use our experience, gifts and resources 
to serve the wider community.”

Using a model for ‘open crowd 
festivals’ pioneered in Australia by 
the organisation Fusion Youth & 
Community, local churches contributed 
volunteers and activities to create a free 
‘family zone’ in the park.  Inflatable 
games were hired in but the main draws 
were a free barbecue, simple fairground 
games, children’s crafts, face-painting 
and lots of audience participation events 
including a traditional all-comers tug-of-
war match and not-so-traditional sumo 
suit wrestling.  

More than 500 people attended that 

first year and since then numbers have 
kept on growing. Andrew said: “People 
love the fact that they can come and 
have simple family fun without having to 
worry about putting their hands in their 
pockets all the time.  We don’t have 
anyone standing up to preach but the 
message is very eloquent for everyone 
who attends – in God’s love we are 
here to serve you.  And the knock on 
effect has been enormous with the local 
council positively seeking the churches’ 
involvement in a range of projects and 
initiatives.”

The 2012 Games offers a special 
opportunity to run festivals in 
partnership with others in your 
community. This could include a big 
screen showing of the Games as no 
special licence is needed, providing the 
content is broadcast without editing and 
without charge.  Events could also be 
timed to coincide with key points in the 
Games – for example, the Torch Relay, 

opening ceremony, a final of a high 
profile event or the closing event.

The scale of events can vary from 
place to place. They can be a one-
day event to a full week with a variety 
of events.  More Than Gold offers 
support for two distinct approaches - A 
community festival with a variety of 
events celebrating the Christian message 
through the arts, sport and debate - 
with support and help from Share Jesus 
International.

An open crowd festival that gives a 
taste of authentic community - activities 
and games that bring celebration and 
fun where the participants are the stars. 
Support from Fusion is available. 

The festivals may include fun activities 
for children including face painting, 
clowns and competitions, sport based 
games, avfree barbecue and tea and 
coffee, live music and arts and theatre 
performances.

With the Olympics and the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee 2012 
gives churches some amazing 
outreach opportunites. The Door 
looks at how to hold a community 
festival to celebrate these exciting 
events. 

All you need is a barbecue a ‘flipping’ good start to Lent

According to The Sun, Tesco started stocking 
Easter chocolate before Christmas last year, 
something  the paper described as “bonkers”.  
Setting aside the mystery of who actually buys 
Easter eggs in December, one of the problems 

with promoting Easter even before the end of the 12 
days of Christmas is that it completely ignores the rather 
important season of Lent.

 No doubt by the time you are reading the Door, the 
supermarkets will be promoting pancake ingredients. 
Pancake Day remains popular, but along with Mothering 
Sunday, Easter and Christmas, its religious significance is 
frequently overlooked.

In previous years, the diocese has produced special 
cards to be given away with a seasonal treat at Easter 
and Christmas. These have been designed around hot 
cross buns, Easter eggs, mince pies and gold coins – and 
have been widely distributed across our three counties in 
parishes, schools and shopping centres.

This year for the first time we are offering a brand new 
card for Pancake Day to help explain the significance of 
Shrove Tuesday and the start of Lent. The card sets out 
very simply the history behind pancakes and points people 
to a website for more information, Bible readings and 
activities.

If all goes to plan, the Bishops of Oxford, Reading and 
Dorchester will be frying pancakes and giving them to 
passersby in Bonn Square in Oxford on the afternoon of 
Pancake Day. “The cards and pancakes offer a chance to 
engage in conversation with people,” says Bishop John.

“It’s always a delight to give away a treat, and I hope 
people will take a moment to read the cards and find out 
more about Lent and Easter.”

Everybody loves eating pancakes on Shrove 
Tuesdsay. But how many children know why and 
what Lent is all about? Find out about some of 
the resources on offer to help make the most of 
Pancake Day. 

Order your pancake cards
the pancake day cards are sold available in packs of 50 at 

cost of £5 per pack (plus £2 p&p where posted). there is an 

order form on our website www.oxford.anglican.org. For any 

queries please contact debbie dallimore on 01865 208225 

or debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org. hot cross bun and 

Easter egg cardcards may also be available, subject to 

demand.

THE connection between 
the church and the 
community in Swallowfield, 
near Wokingham will be 
highlighted during the 

Jubilee Churches Festival in May.
The idea came after volunteers from 

the National Association of the Fine Arts 
spent two years making a detailed record 
of the interior of All Saints Church. The 
church now has a comprehensive two-
volume record of its history. 

Terry Pitt, church warden, said: “They 
are beautifully done and fascinating on 
many levels. It is well worth giving our 
local community the chance to see them 
and realise what a wealth of history and 
community life is represented within All 
Saints.”

Initially the church thought it would 
have an open day, with the documents 
on display along with its first edition 
King James Bible and the Foxe’s 
Book of Martyrs, an account by John 
Foxe of Christian history and martyrs, 
particularly emphasizing the sufferings 
of English Protestants from the 14th 
Century until the reign of Mary 1. 

Mrs Pitt explained that the plans 
quickly developed into a festival with the 
church open continuously for four days. 

She said: “We are planning a historical 
theme but the most important aspect of 
this is to include studies on all sorts of 
aspects which highlight the connection 
between Church and community.    

“We hope we will find enough of 
interest to keep people coming to the 
church for four days (Thursday to 
Sunday) and we will of course aim to 
make some much needed funds towards 
a new church roof, by producing the 
very best in local cream teas.”

The church is also hoping to have 
a choral or musical event, possibly 
with performances of the original 
Swallowfield Mummers play, a flower 
show, a display of historical memorabilia 
found in Church records, and other 
contributions from church members.

“One contributor has prepared an 
account of how Lt Col Sir Charles 
Russell VC won the Victoria Cross which 
is on one of the stained glass windows of 
the church.  Another study  — a detailed 
background to the names on our war 
Memorial has also been completed.”

The Jubilee Churches Festival follows 
last year’s Cotswold Churches Festival, 
when 110 churches from five dioceses 
were involved with a celebration of 
church life across the Cotswold region. 
It encourages churches to join in the 

celebrations of the Queen’s 60 year reign 
with activities and festivals from 25 May 
to 5 June. For more information and 
ideas see www.jubileechurchesfestival.
org. 

In some places, people have a carnival on Shrove 
Tuesday. They call it the Mardi Gras festival. At 
the carnival, people wear amazing costumes. 
Everyone enjoys seeing the costumes in a big 
parade, and then they enjoy a party together.

Mardi is a French word. It means Tuesday. Gras is 
another French word, and it means ‘fat’. People often eat 
a lot of fattening foods on the Mardi Gras festival. They 
plan to live more simply in the seven weeks till Easter.

These splendid costumes are simply bright T-shirts and 
tights, worn with a mask and frills.

This spectacular bird mask is just a big roll of card with 
eyeholes, which you decorate with a beak and feather 
design. Add a frill to cover the gap between the bottom of 
the mask and the top of the T-shirt. Make more frills to wear 
on your arms and legs.

You will need:
•	 Coloured card 35 cm x 60 cm
•	 Strong adhesive tape
•	 Chalk
•	 Cutting board and craft knife
•	 Smaller pieces of card in different colours
•	 Scissors
•	 Glue and brush
•	 Pencil and ruler
•	 Crepe paper
•	 Stapler

Make a Mardi Gras mask Lent for beginners
The seven weeks between party time on Shrove 
Tuesday and Easter are the season called Lent. 
It is wintertime. The trees are bare. You can see 
through the tracery of branches to the clear 
winter sky. 

The Christian tradition of Lent is to spend time 
looking beyond everyday things – to think about 
God and the things that are really good and lovely 
and valuable. In the Christian year, the day after 
party Tuesday is Ash Wednesday. In some churches, 
people gather for a special service to say goodbye 
to all the bad things of the year gone by. The priest 
brings a small bowl of ashes which are a symbol 
of old things being gone forever, and smudges a 
litle ash on the 
forehead of those 
that wish. 

Extracts taken 
from First Festivals: 
Easter by Lois Rock, 
published by Lion 
Hudson plc, 2001.  
Copyright © 2001 
Lois Rock.  Used 
with permission of 
Lion Hudson plc.’

ONLINE @there are more ideas for activities relating to pancake 
day at www.shrovetuesday.org

Historic celebration for the Jubilee Churches Festival. 

A tug of war at a community festival in Bicester in 2010. 

A time to shine

ONLINE

@For more information see www.
jubileechurchesfestival.org; 
www.racebeforeus.org.uk; 
www.morethangold.org.uk
www.london2012.com

A time to shine is More than gold’s year 
long prayer initiative - a call to pray for our 
communities and nations. 

Every church is invited to explore creative 
ways to pray in the months before, during 
and after the games. the oxford diocese’s 
day is 14 April when the area around 
dorney Lake will be filled with prayer 
stations. Churches are encouraged to 
think of creative, sporty ways of getting to 
Eton that day. the event will culminate in a 
service at Eton College Chapel. for more 
see the Race Before Us website or call the 
revd Janet Binns on 01753 831277.

To Advertise  
inThe Door   

Please Call

01752 225623
or email

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Bound Biographies
helps people write
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for
family and friends. 
DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 
HAVE YOU started
writing and got stuck? 
OR ARE YOU just
thinking about it?
Contact Sally Gray at

Writing Your Life Story?

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net

Tired of Watching
Christians Living Broken
Lives? Learn How You

Can Change That!

www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training

Ellel Ministries       +44 (0) 1252 797 340

In our diocese new housing 
developments are taking place 
across all three counties.  In early 
2010 it was estimated that around 
175,000 new homes were to be 

built in the diocese in the next ten 
years and of these 39 areas of planned 
housing, 21 would be new communities 
of over 2000 new homes, separate from 
current centres of population. 

The challenge of these predictions is 
considerable if we are going to continue 
to have an Anglican presence in every 
community, and the local church is to 
remain at the forefront of community 
development and a significant pioneer 
in Christian mission.   

Already deaneries and parishes are 
planning for change, and this page 
features some of the work already going 
on. Within the diocese we have been 
working hard to co-ordinate the work 
so we can learn from good practice 
and assist the local church in being 
both informed and making the right 
response.  

The New Communities Group, set 
up two years ago, brings together 
clergy and laity from key areas of 
housing development in the three 
archdeaconries as well as representatives 
from the diocesan education and 
buildings department.  It meets regularly 
to monitor progress, and aims in the 
next few years to write and produce a 
series of guidelines in toolkit form to 
help deaneries and parishes in their 
mission planning and share good 
practice.  

We have recently appointed (with the 
help of some money from the Church 
Commissioners) Peter Morgan as our 
New Communities Development Officer. 
Peter is an experienced local planning 
consultant and his remit is to work 
with planners and developers in the 
three counties to understand plans and 
monitor progress, and to work with the 
local church, mainly through deaneries, 
to facilitate a creative local response 
to areas of new housing at the earliest 

stage.  He will also ensure that good 
practice is shared, and will monitor the 
variety of local responses as projects and 
plans are developed. 

The diocese has also secured funding 
from the Church Commissions for 
project work in new areas of housing 
by way of a New Communities Fund.  
This is to match-fund local projects 
across the diocese in significant areas 
of new housing, and its distribution, 
via grants, will be overseen by the New 
Communities Group.   

Across the diocese there are already a 
variety of examples of ways of meeting 
the spiritual and practical needs of new 
communities.  Central to our work in the 
immediate future will be experimenting 
with a variety of responses depending 
on location and demography, using 
existing buildings as well as creating new 
ones (including schools), and deploying 
community workers as well as ordained 
pastors and pioneers.  Our work will 
involve community development, 
church planting, working with other 
denominations in mission and ideas for 
outreach and welcome.

In most parts of the diocese new areas 
of housing will be naturally absorbed 
into current parishes without too 
much difficulty; however in the larger 
areas of housing it will be necessary to 
draw up pastoral plans to support and 
formalise our work of mission.  In some 
places, what has always been scattered 
farmland will become significant areas of 
housing, and some parishes will see their 
population double or triple.  

We can literally transform empty fields 
into vibrant Christian communities if 
we are willing to exchange some of our 
traditional ways of seeing church for a 
new vision.  

Christians in the Diocese of Oxford 
have a significant and exciting 
opportunity to show that God wants to 
make a real difference to people’s lives 
today through its work in these new 
areas of housing and to reshape and 
develop church to meet the spiritual 
needs of those living in the 21st century 
and beyond. For a copy of a more 
detailed paper on this work by Karen

Please email archdbuc@oxford.
anglican.org.  

Feature

The challenge of a changing landscape
As new communities spring 
up across the diocese Arch-
deacon Karen explores how 
the Church is responding. 

I’m very pleased to join the diocese. It’s an exciting role 
full of possibilities, and the prospect of working to build 
new communities is something that resonates strongly 
with me.

The first few months have been spent gathering 
information and talking with very committed and 
energized people who are responding positively to the 
challenges arising from significant growth within their 
local areas. 

Given its natural beauty, demographic and proximity 
to the capital, it’s no surprise the diocese is an attractive 
location to developers, and little wonder so much large-
scale development is either built, under construction or 
planned for the future.

Typically large-scale development will require 
community infrastructure necessary to support the process of building vital and 
sustainable communities. This is a delicate process that can take years and can so easily 
go wrong without the right kind of help. Therefore, I am pleased to contribute to the 
efforts of this diocese in assisting these emerging communities, particularly in delivering 
key services such as schools.

The diocesan vision is to deliver schools that serve their communities multifariously, 
combining a secure and effective learning environment that can also facilitate wider 
community needs; and from there nurture the relationship between Christian living and 
community life to establish a viable Christian presence. We know this to be an essential 
part of long established and successful communities.

Introducing Peter Morgan

The state of the economy has 
impacted on the pace of new 
developments around Aylesbury 

but they are still bringing enormous 
challenges and opportunities for the 
deanery.  

Located a short distance north-
west of Aylesbury town centre, the 
Weedon Hill development of 1,000 
new houses is nearly complete and 
at the adjacent Berryfields, builders 
have started work on the first of 
another 3,000 homes.  The plans also 
incorporate a range of community 
facilities, shops and several schools, 
including the Oxford Diocese 
sponsored Aylesbury Vale Academy.

The Revd Andrew Blyth, Area 
Dean, said: “We are planning for 
a new population larger than a 
town the size of Wendover and 
that demands bold thinking about 
mission and ministry patterns.”

Andrew suggests that a ‘mixed 
economy’ approach is key. He said:  
“It is naïve to think that one-size-
fits-all. Some people are going to 
want to travel for particular styles of 
church and we need to help parishes 
in their mission planning to connect 
with them. But we also need to plan 
and deploy resources to support 
new neighbourhoods and ‘fresh 
expressions’ of church.

With this in mind, the deanery 
is supporting initiatives to get 
Christians living and serving in 
the new developments as quickly 
as possible. At Weedon Hill, an 
ecumenical group working under 
the auspices of Churches Together 
in Aylesbury has already successfully 
launched a number of community 
initiatives.  For Berryfields, the 

possibility of a new joint post for 
a chaplain and community priest 
based at the Academy is being 
discussed. Andrew said:  “We think 
this could be a genuine win-win 
helping to engender and express the 
Academy’s ethos and helping to build 
community and church.  We hope it 
may also be a model that can be used 
in other places.”

Church schools bring Christian values to new communities

Between 1993 and 2010 the Diocese 
of Oxford opened two brand 
new primary schools serving new 

housing estates (in Carterton and Milton 
Keynes), writes Gordon Joyner.  This was 
because, in the past, the local authorities 
generally opened and ran the vast 
majority of new schools.  

However, under current legislation, 
other providers, including the Church 
of England, are in a prime position to 
open and run the new schools and the 

local authorities’ roles have changed 
and they are now commissioners of 
services.  This is providing considerably 
more opportunities for the Diocese to be 
involved in establishing new schools in 
these new communities.

As a result our latest new school 
opened in 2011 at Jennett’s Park, 
Bracknell, which will be followed by 
another at Buckingham Park, Aylesbury 
in September 2012, and there is a strong 
possibility of further schools in 2013 and 

beyond.
Indeed, when the housing 

market picks up, there will be many 
opportunities in the coming years to 
build new schools which will provide 
a focus for the new communities they 
serve.  We see our schools as serving the 
whole community and providing a range 
of facilities for everyone.

Gordon Joyner is Deputy Director of Education for the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

Bicester is apparently the fastest growing town, not only in the uK, 
but in the whole of Europe, writes Charles Masheder. This brings 
enormous challenges to the churches in the town – and in the 

wider Deanery.  One considerable housing development is already started 
and will eventually total 1,600 houses and in the coming spring an eco-
community development is due to see its first houses being built. a further 
development is definitely planned and another is likely to be built in the 
next few years. If this all takes place we could see up to 10,000 new homes 
in the next 15 years! How on earth is the local Church to respond?

We are hoping that this urgent need will initially be met by help from 
a Church Commissioners grant, to be spent under the guidance of the 
Diocesan New Communities Group, allocated specifically for such 
circumstances. Housing funding is being found locally in St Edburg’s parish 
as the Commissioners’ grant needs to be match-funded and, in time, the Deanery is hoping to arrange its ministry to provide funding so 
that the post can extend beyond the three-year period, likely to be provided by the grant. a minimum of five or seven years will probably 
be necessary to provide a lasting effect. Town and deanery are united in believing this post is essential in helping the people moving into 
the new communities to find a true Christian welcome. We hope that the post will be filled by an experienced Church army missioner 
who will know how to enable new Christian communities to grow.… Watch this space! Pictured above is Bishop Colin with the Revd Chris Boyce 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury at the blessing of the site of Bicester’s new Emmanuel Church. 

The Revd Charles Masheder is Area Dean for Bicester and Islip. 

Above is the Jennett’s Park CE Primary School which opened its doors to pupils in September on Bracknell’s 
newest housing development. Below is an artists’ impression of the new Aylesbury Vale Academy building. 

Bicester - the fastest growing town in Europe

Fresh Expressions for new developments in Aylesbury
Registered National Charity no.1128355 in England  and Wales.  
SCO41329  in Scotland.

Pregnant?
Need to talk?

FOR SALE
SMALL CONFERENCE 
& RETREAT CENTRE

Set in mature 2½ acres grounds amidst tranquil countryside 
on the Devon/Cornwall border, the main house has 5 
double bedrooms; 4 bathrooms; 3 large reception rooms; 
large kitchen, pantry and conservatory. 
An annex contains an office; small chapel; conference room 
- popular with church groups, but doubles as a games room;  
a garage and 3 further accommodation units – with more 
potential in a small barn in the 1 acre paddock.

Last chance to purchase at reduced price of £795k (o.n.o.) 
before putting in the hands of Estate Agents.
For details, please phone 01579 370494 or 
e-mail hamptonmanor@supanet.com     Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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All Aspects of Grave Care 
and Maintenance 

Floral Tributes Sited for Special Occasions 
www.nationalgravecare.co.uk

Tel/Fax 01494 565526 Mob: 07793 639130

National Grave Care  12/1/12  09:21  Page 1

NATIONAL
FRUIT
SPECIALISTS

FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE

Over 300 apple varieties
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft)

Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010 
for the Olympic Year

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW

01983 840750 (24hrs)
Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

or visit our website
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

Deacons Nursery  11/1/12  15:00  Page 1

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TW0212

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

Stanton House, a retreat near Oxford, needs new 
resident members to provide a relaxed environment
for guests. The couple appointed will combine a love
for people with practical skills: 
management, cooking, housekeeping, gardening, 
maintenance etc. Full board and lodging are 
provided plus an honorarium.

Please request an application form from: 
office@stantonhouse.org.uk or write to Stanton House,
Stanton St John, Oxford OX33 1HF

To Advertise  
inThe Door   
Please Call

01752
225623
or email

roy@
cornerstone
vision.com

THE SON is a bright,
newsy and challenging

tabloid newspaper
which aims to put
Jesus back at the
centre of society.

Written and presented
in an easy to read
style, based on the

UK’s biggest circulation newspapers,
THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well.

The new edition of THE SON includes 
stories on Glen Campbell, Natalie Cole,

Henry Olonga, American Idol winner
Jordin Sparks, plus much more 
It’s an ideal tool for outreach. 

Why not use 
THE SON to reach your community?

Order your copies today byo calling The
Son hotline on 01752 225623.

The Son.
We love him!
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in February 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is 3 February 2012.

FRIDAY 3 FEBRUARY
MARLOW: Churches together in 
Marlow are hosting a ‘Walk through 
the New testament’ seminar at 
Marlow Methodist Church from 
7pm to 9.30pm and on 4 February 
from 9am to 1pm. details tony.
threlfall@live.co.uk or phone 01628 
471610. 
 
THURSDAY 9 
FEBRUARY

DEDDINGTON:  talk at the parish 
church by dame professor Averil 
Cameron (part of A history of 
Christianity in fifteen objects) - icon 
of the triumph of orthodoxy. Begins 
at 7.30pm. Free admission. details 
www.historyofchristianity.org.uk

FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY

OXFORD:  the unicorn group 
meeting at 1 Canterbury road, 
oxford will take place from 
12.30pm - 2pm. talk begins at 
1pm by ruby radwan ‘the golden 
thread of Mercy’. phone 01491 
875446 for details.

SATURDAY 11 
FEBRUARY

OXFORD:  Come and sing in a 
roger Jones Musical at Northway 
Church, Sutton road oX3 9NB. 
Learn and perform in a day. details 
and booking form on website www.
cmf.oxon.talktalk.net

HIGH WYCOMBE:  Chiltern 
concert band will perform in aid 
of ringappeal at All Saints parish 
Church from 7.30pm to 10pm. 
tower bells from 7pm - 7.30pm. 
tickets £7 (£5 conc) on the door. 

THURSDAY 16 
FEBRUARY
OXFORD:   the retired Clergy 
meeting in the priory room at 
Christ Church, oxford from 
10.15am. ‘the Ffestiniog Welsh 
highland railways - experiences of 
a company director’ by dr richard 
Buxton. details 01865 761476.
 
SATURDAY 18 
FEBRUARY

WITNEY: green Café at Cogges 
Manor Farm oX28 3LA from 10am 
- 12.30pm. Cafe and swapshop. 
More details from 01993 700837 
or 01993 709596. 
 
SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 
COTTISFORD: Visit the snowdrop 
display at St Mary’s Church from 
2pm - 5pm (until 26 February). 

MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY

OXFORD: the Council of 
Christians and Jews richard 
harries Annual Lecture at Christ 

Church Cathedral at 7pm. ‘Faith 
Schools - right or wrong?’ by 
the Very revd John hall, dean of 
Westminster. response by rabbi 
dr Jonathan romain MBE, Minister 
of Maidenhead Synogogue. details 
ceo@ccj.org.uk or  
alisonreeve@aol.com. 
 
WEDNESDAY 22 
FEBRUARY 
 
TURVILLE: hambleden Valley, near 
henley.  healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at holy 
Communion at 10.15am. details 
01491 571231.

FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY
OXFORD: the unicorn group 
meeting at 1 Canterbury road, 
oxford from 12.30pm - 2pm. talk 
at 1pm ‘the Kingdom of god - a 
Comfort Zone?’ by the Very revd 
Bob Wilkes (priest in Charge, St 
Michael at the North gate and City 
rector). phone 01491 875446  
for details. 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SuNdAYS: 8am holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKdAYS: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFtEr Eight: time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm.

tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Courses and special events

CREATIVE REPAIR:  this workshop will focus 
on the way in which regular engagement with the 
creative arts can help to prevent clergy burnout.  it 
will include both theory and experience and offer an 
opportunity for theological reflection. Leader: Anne 
holmes. the day will be held at diocesan Church 
house from 10am - 4pm on tuesday 14 February. 
details and booking form from 01865 208257 or 
email carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org 

‘CONFIDENCE IN DISCIPLESHIP’: training 
days for clergy, Licensed Lay Ministers and pCCs 
- 27 February is for ‘urban’ Buckinghamshire 
deaneries (Amersham, Burnham and Slough, Milton 
Keynes, Wycombe, urban parishes of Aylesbury). 
Clergy day from 10.30am - 4pm at St Andrew’s 
Church, high Wycombe; LLMs and pCCs evening 
from 8pm - 9.30pm at All Saints Church, high 

Wycombe. 
28 February is for ‘rural’ Buckinghamshire 
deaneries (Buckingham, the Claydons, Mursley, 
Newport, Wendover, rural parishes of Aylesbury). 
Clergy day from 10am - 4pm at St Mary and St 
giles Church hall, Stony Strafford MK14 3th; 
LLMs and pCCs evening from 7.30pm - 9.30pm at 
the ridgeway Centre, Featherstone road, MK12 
5th. 
29 February is for West Berkshire deaneries 
(Abingdon, Newbury, Vale of White horse, 
Wantage). Clergy day from 10am - 4pm at Christ 
Church, Northcourt road, Abingdon oX13 1pL; 
LLMs and pCCs evening from 7.30pm - 9.30pm 
at the Manor preparatory School, Faringdon road 
oX13 6LN. details and booking information from 
melanie.hawgood@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
Melanie hawgood on 01865 208252.

30 people from across the diocese visited a farm in Buckinghamshire as part
of Plough Wednesday where 350 horses, rescued from slaughter, are kept to 
the end of their natural days.  Photo by Glyn Evans. 

Over the centuries 
many rituals 
and traditions 
have  become a 
part of Lent, the 
period leading 
up to Easter 
itself. Starting on 
Ash Wednesday, 
the forty days 
of denial and 
reflection begin 
on Wednesday 
February 22 this 
year. Within the 
western Christian 
tradition the forty 
days do not include 
Sundays, which are 
still celebrated as 
the resurrection of 
the living Lord.
At its beginnings in 
the fourth century 
church, Lent was 
originally seen as a 
time of preparation for 
those who were to be 
baptised during the 
Easter Vigil. As these 
people were being 
received into a living 
community of faith 
the existing members 
were also expected 
to prepare to receive 
them. The forty days 
remind us of the forty 
days Christ spent in 
the wilderness where 
he too was put to 
temptation.
There have been many 

developments over the 
years and Lent today 
offers many challenges 
and opportunities for 
Christians to reflect on 
their faith. This can be 
done through individual 
study and reflection, 

through group events 
and workshops or even 
organised retreats. 
Many publishers offer 
guides for this central 
part of the Church 
calendar and there 
are also various forms 

of retreat on offer for 
those able to take ‘time 
out’ from their regular 
pattern of life.
The tradition of giving 
up something for Lent 
has developed from the 
period of fasting.

Preparing 
for Lent

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at
other retreat centres in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.  For further details please

contact:
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

Ivy House
Warminster, Wiltshire
 A place of rest, refreshment and renewal.

 2012 Residential Retreats: 
• CARM: Painting, Photography and  
Calligraphy retreats

• Praying through Paint led by Kate Austin;
• IGRs led by Becky Widdows and Anna Desch; 

• Advent Retreat led by Canon David Winter

For prices and further information:  
Tel:   01985 214824 || www.ivyhouse.org

Most of us will have heard about retreats, we may have been on a retreat 
ourselves or know someone who has. For those who have not the simple 
question is ‘What is a retreat?’ 
According to the Retreat Association, a retreat is a planned time of spiritual 

Focus on Retreats

refreshment, with the 
opportunity to rest, 
unwind and pray. It 
offers the chance to 
reflect in an unhurried 
way on your life, your 
relationships, and your 
experience of God; to 
ponder the meaning of 
what has happened to 
you, and to prepare for 
the future. 
Retreats usually involve 
a good deal of silence, 
because many people 
have discovered 
through the centuries 
that it is in quiet that 
they can best reach into 
themselves and find 
the deep centre, the 
inner stillness where 
they are at peace with 
themselves and with 
the world around them. 
Each person has her 
or his own image of 
this inner stillness: for 
example, some may 
see it as a well from 
which they can draw 
fresh water, others as 
the truest part of their 
own being, others again 
as their experience of 
God within them. 
But retreats need not 
necessarily be entirely 
silent: they may include 
daily conversation with 
others in a group, some 
kind of shared activity, 
or a meeting with a 
retreat guide. 
Where would I go? 
Most retreats are 
residential: you go and 
stay somewhere quiet 
and apart from your 
usual daily life, typically 
in a retreat house. 
Retreat houses provide 
a peaceful atmosphere 
and are often based 
in wonderful old 
buildings with gardens 
to explore and reflect 
in. Most offer delicious 
home cooking and 
very comfortable 
accommodation. 
They are mainly in the 
countryside, but others 
are based in towns and 
offer an oasis of calm 
in the centre of a busy 
environment. Many 
people make a retreat 
each year: some enjoy 
the adventure of going 
somewhere different 
each time, while others 
return time and again 
to a house that has 
become comfortably 
familiar to them and a 
spiritual home. 
someone who will 

How can I find out 
more? 
 The Retreat 
Association can provide 
further information 
or guidance about 
retreats. You can 
call the Retreats 
Association on 01494 
433004 
Email them on info@
retreats.org.uk 
Visit the website: www.
retreats.org.uk

mailto:info@retreats.org.uk
mailto:info@retreats.org.uk
mailto:info@retreats.org.uk
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SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, immac-
ulate throughout. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238

Survey

What do you think of the Door? We want to know! please 
spend a few moments filling in the survey below - and if you 
send it to us by 13 February, you’ll be in with a chance of 
winning a copy of the brand new edition of Betjeman’s Best 
British Churches (rrp £35).

Excellent Good Satisfac-
tory

Poor Very Poor

Keeping 
readers 
informed

Sharing 
good prac-
tice and 
ideas

Providing 
spiritual in-
spiration

Building a 
sense of 
cohesion/
belonging

Speaking 
to church-
goers

Bishop John has described the Door as one of the ‘instruments of unity’ in a huge 
and diverse Diocese. How good a job is the Door doing? 

How often do you read the following sections?

Good Satisfactory Poor

News

Prayer and Re-
flection

Prayer diary

Spotlight on...

Family

Features

Doorpost

Arts and books

Letters

Comment

Thought for the 
Month

Comings and 
goings

God in the life 
of...

Advertising

How do you rate the content?

Do you think the Door is

Too short [ ]         too long [ ]             about the right length [ ]

How is the Door distributed in your church? Please tick as many as apply.

Left in a pile at the back for people to help themselves [ ]
Handed to people after a service [ ]
Put on seats [ ]
Delivered to homes in your community [ ]
Other [………………………………………………………………...................
..............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................

Do you ever look at diocesan news on our website? (www.oxford.anglican.org)

Regularly [ ]     Sometimes [ ]      Occasionally [ ]      Never [ ]

Do you have any ideas for how we could improve the Door? 

Are you:     Clergy [ ]     Layperson [ ]

How old are you? 18-30 [ ]     31-40 [ ]   41-50 [ ]   51-60 [ ]   61-70 [ ]   71-
80[ ]   80+[ ]

Please note: Printing and production of the Door is 
paid for by advertising. It is distributed by a team of 
volunteers who generously give their time. Editorial 
costs are borne by the Diocese.

Please send your completed surveys to Door 
Survey, Freepost OF 1247, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0BR, 
to arrive no later than Monday, 13 February. 
Don’t forget to fill in your name and address if 
you would ike to be entered into the prize draw.
Name…………………………..
Address………………………….
.................................................
..................................................
..................................................

Your views on the Door

ONLINE @the survey can also be found 
at www.oxford.anglican.org

Monthly Occasionally Never

News

Prayer and Re-
flection

Prayer diary

Spotlight on...

Family

Features

Doorpost

Arts and books

Letters

Comment

Thought for the 
Month

Comings and 
goings

God in the life 
of...

Advertising

CORNWALL
Port Isaac

Quality furnished holiday cottages and
converted barn in Port Isaac,45 minutes 
from the Eden Project.Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port
Isaac, PL29 3RE
Tel/fax: 01208 880934  Tel: 01208 862422
email: info@cornishholidayhomes.net
www.cornishholidayhomes.net

WEC CAMPS
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A Christian Camp with Bible teaching and world focus

In Cromer, Norfolk
July 28th to August 18th

For 9 to 17 year olds. Price from £120

Youth Office, WEC International, Bulstrode
Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ
Tel: 01753 278113  E: youth@uk.wec-int.org

www.weccamps.org
Registered Charity Nos: 2307005 &SCO37715

INFORMATIVE
RELEVANT

CHALLENGING
PRACTICAL

Bible Teaching for the 21st century
and World Focus

Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holidays & 

Long Winter Breaks

Tel 01454 260619
www.lanzarotevilladirect.co.uk

ISRAEL
Acclaimed Bible Tours with

Chris Hill, international
Bible Teacher and leader

of over 80 tours.
C L Ministries 
(01473 311128)

E: clministries@btinternet.com
www.clministries.org.uk

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Christian Camp

Holidays at Home

SWITZERLAND
Ski resort near Gruyere -1 

hour from Geneva Airport. 
Self catering chalet - sleeps 6/8. 
Skiing in winter: mountain 

walking in summer
Contact: 

0118 969 6998 
07740 930359

jsjcq@aol.com  or 
phillipspong@hotmail.com

The Swiss Reformation
SEPTEMBER 2012

Study Tour led by Prof. Rt. Revd. 
Peter Stephens  with lectures on 

Calvin, Zwingli and Bullinger

 www.luthertour.com   020 8530 3029

Geneva • Zurich • Constance

Calvin

Zwingli

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Sherborne Short Breaks  18/1/12  14:57  Page 1

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

Travel Insurance
Arranged for The Door Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

FT  TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted.
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays.

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and,
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

HURRY - PRICE INCREASES DUE END OF MARCH 2012
SPECIAL OFFER: £20 off all annual policies and 5% off all

single trip policies if purchased this month
We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 

by a real person...not a machine!!!
Conditions apply

Please call for details ~

Final Touch Door  18/1/12  15:11  Page 1

Insurance

Holidays Abroad
To advertise in  
The Door call  
01752 225623

Advertisement Feature
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Letters & comment

Audio version

by Canon Ed Newell

Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the door by 
contacting the 

oxford diocese 
on 01865 
208227

Editor: Jo duckles  tel: 01865 208227
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: debbie dallimore
tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  roy perring tel: 01752 225623  
Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
Deadline for March 2012:  Friday 3 February
published Monday 20 February

the door is published by oxford diocesan Board of Finance (diocesan Secretary Mrs rosemary pearce). 
the registered office is diocesan Church house, North hinksey Lane, oxford, oX2 oNB. tel: 01865 
208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in  the 
door does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the diocese of oxford. 

Pitching a protest

Comings and goings: 
the revd dave Bull will take up post as team 
rector of great Marlow with Marlow Bottom, 
Little Marlow and Bisham; the revd ian Biscoe 
will take up post as team Vicar of Bicester 
with Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton; the 
revd phil White will take up post as Vicar for 
Broughton and Mission Enabler for Aylesbury 
deanery; the revd Elisabeth Lakey will retire 
from her post as Associate Clergy of Nettlebed 
with Bix, highmore, pishill and rotherfield 
greys; the revd Andrea Williams will take up 
post as house for duty priest at Nettlebed with 
Bix, highmore, pishill and rotherfield greys; 
the revd gordon hickson will take up post as

Assistant Curate at Cowley; the revd Maggie 
thorne will take up post as Vicar at headington 
St Mary. the following are leaving the diocese: 
the revd Andrew Sweeney, Vicar of North 
Leigh and Cogges and South Leigh; the revd 
rob Baker, Assistant Curate at St Leonard’s, 
Chesham Bois; Canon david picken, team 
rector of high Wycombe; the revd dr Miles 
Maylor, Associate Clergy at oxford St Barnabas 
and St paul. the following have been given 
permission to officiate: the revd Lucy Austin; 
the revd Jan hiles; the revd dr grant Bayliss. 
We recall with sadness the deaths of: the revd 
John Cook; the rt revd Michael Mann; the 
revd John Smith and the revd Norman Cotton.

Unusual circumstances have 
pitched a protest about capitalism 
on the Church’s doorstep. If 

something constructive is to emerge 
out of events at St Paul’s Cathedral and 
elsewhere, how might it be achieved?

A starting point is to consider a report 
commissioned by the St Paul’s Institute 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the ‘Big 
Bang’ and launched amid the hullabaloo 
over Occupy London. Value and Values: 
Perceptions of Ethics in the City Today is 
based on a survey of City workers. Its 
findings provide much to reflect on.

Crucially, three-quarters of respondents 
say that the most important motivation 
for their work is salary and bonuses, but 
the same proportion believes that many 
City workers are overpaid. Presumably 
some think this includes themselves. 

Most respondents say that the 1986 
deregulation of financial services (then 
widely regarded as essential to maintain 
London’s position in global finance) has 
resulted in a decline in ethical standards. 
Strikingly, 79 per cent of respondents 
were unaware of the Stock Exchange’s 
motto, ‘my word is my bond’.

Peter Selby, the former Bishop of 
Worcester, says the report’s findings 
‘both confound and confirm’ City-
worker stereotypes. Those concerned 
about morality and the City should take 
heart from Value and Values. It shows that 
within financial services there are those 

who acknowledge that remuneration is 
a moral issue and are aware that ethical 
standards need to be addressed. There 
is fertile ground here for dialogue and 
action.

Another finding must be taken 
seriously, though. Only 24 per cent of 
respondents agree that the City needs 
to listen more to the guidance of the 
Church. To have impact, churches must 
work hard at building credibility in the 
City as well as gaining the confidence 
of protesters. This poses a challenge 
not only to St Paul’s and the Bishop of 
London’s ‘London Connection’ initiative. 
With many City workers commuting 
from the Oxford Diocese, the challenge 
is pitched on our doorstep too. Value 
and Values can be found at www.
stpaulsinstitute.co.uk 

Edmund Newell is Sub-Dean of Christ Church, 
and was formerly Canon Chancellor of St Paul’s 

Cathedral and Director of St Paul’s Institute. 

‘...the challenge is pitched on 
our doorstep too.’

Letters

Those who live in love live in God, and 
God lives in Them. 1 John 4:16

February is few people’s favourite 
month, but it does contain a 
favourite date. Halfway through the 
month, on the 14th, it‘s Valentine’s 
Day. It is, of course, beloved of 

the greeting card industry, which rates it 
nowadays as rivalling birthdays and Christmas 
in retail sales. But it is also cherished by 
millions of romantically inclined men and 
women, otherwise totally sane, who take 
the opportunity each February to post a 
message of love in the hope that it will be 
reciprocated. 

As the card is meant to be anonymous, 
this can lead to all manner of tricky 
misunderstandings, but hope springs eternal, 
and many a teenage heart has missed a beat 
or two on the morning of Valentine’s Day. 
And for all I know, there may be millions 
of couples all over the world who owe their 
happy marriages to one of these heart-
strewn, beribboned cards with their doggerel 
protestations of undying love. Readers of the 
Door in that happy position might care to let 
us know.

Few of those who send or receive 
Valentines realise that 14 February is actually 
the feast day of St Valentine. That’s hardly 
surprising, as we know very little about the 
person the day is supposed to commemorate. 
In fact, there were two Christian martyrs of 
that name, both living in the third century, 
one a soldier and the other a bishop. Nobody 
knows for sure which of them is the one 
honoured in the Calendar, and no one has 
ever successfully found any link at all between 
either of them and courting couples and 
their desperate hopes. 

The most likely explanation of the 
association of this date with hopeful lovers 
is a very old tradition (at least as old as 
Chaucer) that birds begin to pair on 14 
February - St Valentine’s Day. As they noisily 
go about choosing their mates, young men 
and women could pursue a rather subtler, if 
more circuitous route to the same end.

Whatever its provenance, Valentine’s Day 
at least reminds us of the irresistible force 
of love. ‘Love changes everything’, as the 
song says - or, as the Beatles put it, ‘All you 
need is love’. The problem then becomes 
interpretation. In English the one word ‘love’ 
covers everything, from sexual intercourse 
to motherly care, from close friendship to 
a lifelong partnership. Happily, the Greeks 
have more than one word for it. So the 
New Testament is able to establish that eros 
(sexual attraction), philadelphia (friendship) 
and agape (sacrificial love) are distinct 
qualities, yet all are part of the mysterious 
and wonderful chemistry of human love in its 
fullest sense.

‘All that I am I give to you’, the couple say 
to each other in the wedding service. What a 
thing to promise! And yet what a testimony 
to the deepest possible understanding 
of the love of God for us, and (in our 
better moments) of human love in all its 
tenderness, commitment and unselfishness. 
This is a million miles away from ‘I love you 
and I want you and I’m going to have you’, 
which appears to be a fairly common message 
in the cruder kind of Valentine cards. This 
is not about taking or demanding, but self-
giving. 

So here is the divine mathematics of love. 
Physical attraction plus true friendship plus 
self-giving love add up to - well, everything 
that the Bible means when it says that ‘those 
who live in love live in God, and God lives in 
them’. Happy Valentine’s Day!
Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk

Thought for 
the Month

By David Winter

Competition Winners
the winner of the 
Showaddywaddy contest 
featured in Stable Door is irene 
deeks, of Cholsey. She has 
won a pair of tickets to see 
Showaddywaddy at dorchester 
Abbey on January 28th. 

Singing Out
it is only 10 months to the next 
Sing out Against poverty and 
the pace is hotting up as we are 
assembling the M+ choir and 
getting more than 1,000 choirs to 
sing out globally. 

Last year was the first Sing 
out, when more than 20,000 
pupils, teachers and parents 
sang the Count on us Song 
on the international day for the 
Eradication of poverty on october 
17th. the Bishop of oxford the rt 
revd John pritchard was among 
them. 

We are hoping to encourage 
schools to start joining in with 
two initiatives. Verse by Year6 
gives school leavers the chance 
to compose a sixth verse to the 
Count on us song. A winning 
song in each school will be 
selected. Church schools can then 
send their entries to their diocese, 
with dioceses feeding their 
winning entry to me for a national 
winner to be selected. good 
Singmaritans gives secondary 
schools the chance to arrange 
choirs or groups to make video 
or audio recordings of the Count 
on us song for other schools to 
use to take part contact me on 
hughgibbons@just1.org.uk and to 
find out more see www.just1.org.
uk/

Hugh Gibbons, Bracknell. 

Clergy honoured
THE Bishop of Oxford has appointed 
six new honorary canons of Christ 
Church Cathedral. They are, from 
left, The Revd Judy French, Vicar of 
Charlbury with Shorthampton, Area 
Dean of Chipping Norton and Assistant 
Archdeacon of Oxford; The Revd 
Olivia Graham, Parish Development 
Adviser in the Oxford Archdeaconry;   
The Revd Bruce Gillingham, Rector 
of Oxford St Clement and area dean 
of Cowley; The Revd Rita Ball, Team 
Rector of Hermitage and Area Dean of 
Newbury; the Revd Richard Hancock, 
Vicar of Shrivenham and Ashbury 
and Area  Dean of Vale of the White 
Horse.  The Revd Peter Balantine, 
Team Vicar of Stantonbury and Willen. 
Also pictured is the Bishop of Reading. Photo by John Rees

Feature

Tie the knot in church?

The Revd Becky Bevan, Rector 
of the Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton benefice in 
Berkshire has found the 
number of weddings in the 

area, and particularly at the  picturesque 
St Nicholas, Wasing has increased 
considerably over the past three years. 
With more than 72 weddings in the 
last year and 2012 looking to be even 
busier, Becky works with a team in the 
benefice to ensure that each wedding is 
a wonderful and memorable occasion. 
‘We have to be really well organised, 
says Becky, “and we are proud of the 
quality of care and attention to details 
we give to each couple – our wedding 
co-ordinator is key to the success of our 
wedding programme.’ A retired priest 
is part of the team and works alongside 
the local clergy. 

“Two of our churches are right next to 
wedding venues where civil ceremonies 
take place and they are popular for 
receptions. At Wasing Park (which 
recently won best wedding venue in a 
leading Brides’ magazine) over a third 
of the weddings take place in church 
and we are seeing an increasing number 
of services of blessing after a civil 
ceremony.”

Couples wanting a church wedding 
who live outside the parish have to 
‘qualify’ by attending habitually for nine 
months. “They really love coming,” says 
Becky. “It’s great to see a church full of 
people in their 20s and 30s and such 
a privilege to be part of their spiritual 
journey. We find that a high proportion 
of the couples are keen to engage with 
the whole process in a way which goes 
beyond the minimum requirements. 

“Thinking about faith fits naturally 
with the stage they are at in their 
lives – being in love, planning for 
the future, starting a family, all these 
things encourage greater reflection and 
openness. Often it’s standing room only 
on a Sunday. People have to get there 
early to get a seat. 

“We are finding they are coming 
back after they are married and we are 
beginning to build relationships with 
them, so that is wonderful. It’s put us in 
touch with an age group the church has 
struggled with a bit.”

The benefice also runs a successful 
marriage course run by a team of 
volunteers. “It’s a mission opportunity 
and very much part of what we exist 
to do. On feedback forms couples 
say they have appreciated getting to 
know the church and the people at 
the church. The advantage of couples 
having to attend for nine months is 
that it gives them time to reflect on 
what it means to be married in church, 
indeed some couples have told us that 
the requirement to travel to church, 
has given them valuable time together 
to chat about issues of faith and life. It 
slows things down for them and gives 
breathing space. 

“Of course there are big issues to be 
faced. Parish based ministry is not set 
up to minister in this way – there’s so 
much more we could do if we had the 
resources. I also assume other churches 
are losing weddings as couples look 
further afield for ‘the right’ church. 
Most crucially it remains to be seen 
whether the ongoing spiritual journey 
of these couples can be supported 
when the church they have made a 
connection with is not part of their local 
community. And all this driving long 
distances to church is not good for the 
planet!”

Simon and Rachel Chocian were one 
of the couples from Becky’s benefice. 
They said: “As we had both been to 
quite a few church weddings previously 
and had been attending church from a 
young age we knew what we wanted in 
the service, however the ‘wedding team’ 
were on hand to give us assistance .

“There was a full day’s wedding 
preparation in which we, and about 
another 20 couples, discussed marriage 
and why it was important for us to 
get married in a church, the layout of 
the wedding ceremony and questions 
regarding our relationship with each 
other, families and the future.

“The congregation, in particular the 
wedding co-ordinators, lay assistants 
and vicars made us feel very welcome 
during the run up to the wedding and 
so we wanted to try and continue those 
relationships after we got married. The 
first service we went to after we got 
married was so lovely as there were so 
many friendly faces and people came 
up to congratulate us and ask how our 
special day had been.”

The Revd Howard Thornton, Team 
Rector of the Cowley Benefice in Oxford 

was involved in the launch of the 
Weddings Project in Oxford and 
has found it has made it much 
easier to marry people in churches.

He said: “It is about letting 
couples know we want to do 
everything we can to help them be 
married in our church, and if we 
can’t, help them find one nearby 
that they will like. It gave us lots of 
ways to work with couples and help 
them find the wedding day that 
they really want.

“The Marriage Measure has 
made it much easier for everyone 

to be honest and up front. A lot of 
the couples we marry have been living 
together for at least three or four years 
and may already have children, so it’s 
not the start of their lives together. It is 
a big thing that they have come to the 
point where they want to be married. 

Howard also runs an annual course, 
based on the Marriage Course material 
from Holy Trinity Brompton, with 
the Revd Margreet Armitstead from 

the nearby St Nicholas Church in 
Littlemore, with couples also being sent 
from St Mary and St John on Cowley 
Road. 

in 2008 the diocese of oxford 
celebrated the introduction of 
The Marriage Measure, making 
it easier for couples to tie the knot 
in church. here the Door explores 
what’s happening next across the 
diocese.  

COuPLES were delighted to speak to clergy who were able to dispel myths about 
church weddings and hand out information packs to help them plan their big day 
at the Guides for Brides wedding show at Eynsham Hall on 15th January. 

The Diocesan wedding stands are being promoted by the Bishop of Dorchester 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher and are being piloted in the Dorchester area. 

Debbie Dallimore who co-ordinates the project was at the show with the Revd 
Tony Adams and his wife, Iris, and the Revd Miri Keen. Debbie said: “The show 
was well-attended and a lot of couples were still undecided about whether to have 
a church wedding or civil wedding and were delighted that we were there to give 
them one of our wedding packs and to answer their questions.  The mother of one 
bride-to-be came and thanked us as she was thrilled that we were able to talk to 
her daughter about having a church wedding.” 

One couple said: “It is really good that you are here to inform people of the 
new changes as we assumed we couldn’t marry in church as we are not baptized.” 
Another said: “We didn’t realise we could have a blessing in church even though 
we are having a civil wedding.”

Alison Hargreaves, Director of Guides for Brides, said: “We are delighted that 
the Church has chosen Guides for Brides Wedding Fairs as an effective way to 
meet and speak to large numbers of brides and grooms, and the other wedding 
exhibitors are pleased to have the Church exhibiting alongside them. 

“Many couples are uncomfortable approaching their local vicar, particularly 
if they aren’t sure about the protocol or regulations on Church marriages. By 
exhibiting at our wedding fairs the Diocese is making a clear statement that they 
are there to answer questions and are actively encouraging marriage in Church.”

The Diocese will be represented at the following future wedding shows:
•	 Sunday 12 February at Oxford Spires Hotel, Abingdon Road, Oxford.
•	 Sunday 4 March at Oxford Town Hall 
•	 Monday 7 May at Bicester Golf and Country Club

The Revd Tony Adams was on hand at Eynsham Hall to 
offer Church Weddings advice. Photo:  KT Bruce.

A BALLROOM teacher who can help even those with two left feet 
choreograph a stylish first dance is among the exhibitors who will be 
at a wedding fair at St Michael and All Angels Church, Beaconsfield, 

Buckinghamshire.
The fair is being organised by Kathryn Lockyer and her husband Roger, who 

have enlisted Suzanne Lear, their own dance teacher, to take part. Kathryn said: 
“We’ll be encouraging local businesses to take part and we hope it will be really 
successful.” Kathryn is hoping to get bookings from cake bakers, dress makers, 
entertainers and a host of other wedding related tradespeople for the fair. 

Team Vicar, the Revd Camilla Walton, said: “I was inspired to do this when I first 
looked at the national wedding research when I was in the Winchester Diocese. 
I’m really proud about what the Church can offer and how we can support people 
as they prepare for marriage. It’s a way of telling people about weddings in church 
even if they are not feeling confident about their relationship with God. If they 
are open to the spiritual side of life perhaps through their wedding we can they 
can get to understand God through that.”

The event takes place 11am to 3pm on 28 October. 

Bucks church plans wedding fair

@ONLINE

‘The congregation made us 
feel very welcome.’

For more on the Marriage Measure and 
the Weddings project see 
www.yourchurchwedding.org



the Door FEBRuaRy 201216

God in the life of... 

Esther was pregnant when we 
met for a pub lunch in the 
run up to Christmas. The 
baby is due in March and she 
talks enthusiastically about 

her journey into her current role and 
how her move to Oxfordshire saw her 
meet her husband and learn how to 
bring the Bible alive for herself and for 
the teenagers she encounters. 

Esther, 31, has four brothers and was 
brought up in a Christian family, but 
didn’t understand what a personal faith 
was for a long time. “I call my life the 
Frank Sinatra life, I did things my way. 
My understanding was that Christianity 
was very law-based. Esther did not think 
she was bright enough for university. “I 
wasn’t from that kind of family. They 
all did trade type jobs but I thought I 
might as well go for the interview,” she 
says. She believes the ‘gift of the gab’ 
secured her a place at St Mark’s College, 
Plymouth to do Youth and Community 
Studies.

 There she attempted to get involved 
in church. She says: “I tried the 
Christian Union but thought they were 
cliquey and boring. I always wanted to 
do the God thing but it seemed to be so 
not where I was at,” she says. 

She says that from 17 and throughout 
university she was drinking and dating 
‘inappropriate blokes’. She would 
occasionally go to church on a Sunday, 
having had a Baptist preacher for a 
grandfather and the seeds of faith 
planted at Sunday school. 

Graduation saw Esther doing youth 
work in Plymouth. She got experience 
of working with asylum seekers and 
refugees as well as challenging young 
people. She says: “I remember praying 
to God saying: ‘if you need to intervene 
in my life then do something about it.’”

She then felt she had nothing left 
in Plymouth, and her parents drove 
to pick her up and that phase of her 
life was over. She went straight back to 
church and began doing youth work in 
Gloucestershire, breaking down barriers 
between the police and young people. 
She was ‘dunk’ baptised and became 
a worship leader, but felt her lifestyle 
hadn’t changed. Issues with her boss 
saw her move to a new role as Crime 
Education Manager with Network Rail 
in London. There she joined Hill Song, 
a large, trendy church with a mainly 
young congregation. 

But she says she got back into ‘bad 
dating’ ending up with a gambler and 
felt dragged away from church. “I felt 
I had a foot in both camps, trying to 
do what I felt was the right thing, the 
Christian thing. The gambler spent my 
money and I couldn’t talk to my parents 
or people at church about how bad he 
was. I felt I was such a mess and didn’t 
understand how anyone would want me, 

or why God would want me,” she says. 
When she spotted the advert for her 

current job, she thought there was no 
way she could do it, but one day before 
the deadline, filled in the application 
form and was called for interview. 
She says: “I was bluntly honest in the 
interview. I told them my dating stories 
and that while I’d done youth work for 
years I didn’t really know the Bible. I got 
the job. It was less pay than before but 
came with a house.” 

As she moved, generous offers of 
furniture and white goods meant Esther 
was quickly set-up in her new home. 
In Chipping Norton the vicar and his 
wife looked out for her for three years. 
In that time she has seen her parents, 
who are in their 50s, break up and two 
relatives die in tragic circumstances.

“The vicar and his wife even bought 
my wedding dress for me. They had me 
around every week for three years. A lot 
of youth workers lack good supervision.  
I could not have done this without God,” 

says Esther. “I was single and on my own 
in Chipping Norton. I was ready for 
leaving but went onto a Christian dating 
website, thinking I could make friends in 
Oxford.”

That is how she met Jon, who she 
first thought was a geek, but when he 
uploaded a better profile picture, she 
agreed to meet him.  The couple are 
now happily married and settled in the 
close knit Chipping Norton community. 
Esther can’t walk down the town’s street 
without bumping into someone she 
knows.  

A ministry training course at St Ebbe’s 
Church, Oxford has helped her learn 
the Bible and bring it alive.  “Because of 
my dyslexia my brain works in pictures. 
I got so inspired by the Bible and I love 
teaching it. My youth work radically 
changed. I went from doing games and 
a five minute Bible slot to doing much 
more Bible work.

Her role includes running family 
services, an informal Sunday club and 
work in the community, particularly 
dropping into the local comprehensive 
school on Tuesdays. “It took us more 
than two years to get into the school, 
but I absolutely love going there. The 
teachers are getting more confident at 
referring people to me. On Tuesday 
evenings I’ll see people from Year Six to 
Year Nine,” she says. 

She also helps out at the local youth 
centre, running a school of worship for 
young people, where Jon leads worship. 
On Sunday nights she runs Zion for 
young people aged 14 into their 20s. “I 
love working with young people who are 
struggling with self esteem, maybe self 
harm and self protection stuff. I love 
giving them that one-to-one support and 
as it is Christian youth work, I don’t want 
the Bible to be an add on. She is used to 
getting out of hours texts and calls from 
young people who are facing crises. 

She says: “I am so happy here. I have  
been so unhappy in previous jobs, but 
when you are in the right place at the 
right time, it all fits into place. I am also 
aware of not getting too comfortable 
if God has plans. I trust that God is in 
control.” 

Esther Lockley tells Jo 
Duckles about how her life 
experience helps her in her 
ministry to young people in 
Chipping Norton.

youth and community

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

• Business Stationery • Brochures
• Leaflets • Websites

For a competitive quote and
great customer service

Tel: 01752 225623
service@cornerstonevision.com
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UNIVERSAL CARE
always there

Welcome to Universal Care…… 
25 years of caring experience

We are able to offer daily and live-in carers, 
throughout Buckinghamshire and Berkshire, 
from our friendly, dedicated staff to provide the 
individual service you need.

Duties may range from a simple caring service 
including cooking, shopping and light house-
hold duties to more complex respite or personal 
care depending on your needs.  As situations 
change we adapt our care service to ensure the 
comfort of our clients and the peace of mind of 
their relatives.

Please contact us for further information: 

Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, HP9 2JJ

Telephone: 01494 678811 
Email: care@universal-care.co.uk      

Website: www.universal-care.co.uk
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